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TAGS:PINS, PINTUF 

SUBJECT: STUDENT STRIKE IN NIGER 

SUMMARY: NIGER'S TWO LEADING LYCEES HAVE BEEN CLOSED 
FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR FOLLOWING WEEK-LONG STUDENT STRIKE. 
ONE THOUSAND STUDENTS AFFECTED BY GOVERNMENT DECISION TO 
CRACK DOWN ON WHAT MAY PROVE TO BE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
EXAMPLE OF STUDENT UNREST SINCE MILITARY SEIZED POWER 
IN 1974. END SUMMARY 

1 . TROUBLE STARTED WITH 3000 CFA BOOK DEPOSIT INSTITUTED 
AT ISSA KOROMBE, NIAMEY'S FORMER CLASSICAL LYCEE.IN 
PROTEST AT ARBITRARILY HIGH LEVY, ADVANCED STUDENTS BEGAN 
BOYCOTTING CLASSES AND PLACING OTHER DEMANDS ON SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION. SISTER SCHOOL, LYCEE KJESAI, JOINED 
SYMPATHY STRIKE NOVEMBER 10. DEMANDS SWELLED TO INCLUDE 
CALLS FOR DISMISSAL OF TWO ALLEGEDLY RACIST PROFESSORS, 

END TO WRITTEN DICTATIONS, AND SECOND CHANCE TO TAKE 
BACCULARUEAT FOR THOSE WHO FAIL. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 1 1, VOIX DU SAHEL RADIO CARRIED 
MESSAGE FROM MINISTER OF EDUCATION AROUNA PUTTING 
HIS AND GON'S PRESTIGE ON LINE AND ORDERING STUDENTS 
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APPARENTLY AGGREVATED SITUATION AS TWO ADDITIONAL SCHOOLS 
AND THREE OF FIVE GOVERNMENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS JOINED 
IN SYMPATHY STRIKE. GOVERNMENT THEN ANNOUNCED THAT 
LYCEES ISSA KOROMBE AND KASSAI CLOSED FOR ACADEMIC 
YEAR. RESIDENT STUDENTS OF BOTH SCHOOLS BEGAN RETURNING 
TO HOME VILLAGES IN ARMY TRUCKS OVER THE WEEKEND. 

3. AT SAME TIME, MANY STRIKING STUDENTS RETURNED TO 
CLASSES BY GOVERNMENT S DEADLINE OF NOVEMBER 12, BUT 
MANY NIGER TEN STUDENTS AT UNIVERSITY OF NIAMEY HAVE 
CONTINUED TO BOYCOTT CLASSES SINCE NOVEMBER 15 AND THERE 
ARE REPORTS THAT ANTI-GOVERNMENT TRACTS ARE NOW MAKING 
THE ROUNDS. 

COMMENT: THE MILITARY'S DRACONIAN CLOSURE OF TWO LYCEES 
APPEARS TO HAVE SERVED ITS IMMEDIATE PURPOSE IN PREVENTING 
WIDENING OF STUDENT PROTESTS. OVERALL, STRKING STUDENTS 
WERE IN MINORITY AND MOST OF THESE HAD RETURNED TO 
CLASSES WHEN ARMY UNITS SURROUNDED SCHOOLS. NEVERTHELESS, 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTION WIDELY PERCEIVED AS ARBITRARY 
AND ALMOST PANICKY AND GON NOW FACES PROBLEM 
OF WHETHER TO STICK TO ITS GUNS OR RELENT AFTER A 
FEW WEEKS AND ALLOW TWO LYCEES AFFECTED TO REOPEN. 

LEAVING SOME THOUSAND DISSATISIFIED STUDENTS AND 
UNEMPLOYED PROFESSORS TO THEIR OWN DEVICES COULD 
LEAD TO FURTHER UNREST. DAVISON 
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